Discussing a Painting Checklist

FACTS FIRST:

Title

Artist

Medium (including the support (ie surface it’s painted on)

Size 

The Movement the artist belongs to (if relevant) & define movement briefly

Genre

Obvious influences

History (briefly)

Subject

THEN INTERPRETATION :

Composition (foreground, mid-ground background, “what is where”, what is dominant, proportions)

Colour (is the “Palette” used predominantly warm or cold?  Mention colours used, tone of these colours, saturation, 
Light  (a painting is only light and dark areas of pigment after all) (natural? candle light? where are the main areas of lighter tones in the painting? Shadows?)

Use of Line (if relevant, weight -thickness, strength)

Use of Brush Strokes (are they short, long, dappled, are the edges of the brushstrokes soft or hard?)

Symbolism (if relevant, visual metaphors?)
Techniques used (name & define them)

Texture (if there are any textures created in the paintings, mention them, also the physical texture of the painting can be mentioned if you’ve knowledge of it)
Mood (imagine you were inside this painting, what would be the overall mood be)

Perspective (does the artist use perspective, is there an obvious vanishing point?)
Any rules adhered to (thirds for example) was it intentional or intentional do you suppose?

Personal response (don’t forget to give your own feelings- back them up with fact)
BONUS 

Other relevant work / artists

Why this work has special relevance (in the news?)

Has this work been satirised.
REMEMBER- CONCENTRATE ON WHAT YOU’VE BEEN ASKED IN THE QUESTION!
